
 

Sunday Morning Schedule  
Choir Practice 9:00  --  Worship 10:00 

Coffee Hour at 11:00 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Oroville 

Dolores Devol - editor 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

   Greeting for the New Year 2017, the beginning of our 160th year as the 

First Congregational Church of Oroville! 

   A New Year is not just a date on the calendar. It's a state of mind. It is the 

oldest and most universal of all holidays. Its roots reach back to Mesopota-

mia in the remote days of the second millennium B.C. and for more than 

4,000 years since, there have scarcely been a people, ancient or modem, 

which has not celebrated it in one form or another. 

   In order to have a clean slate on which to start the New Year, people in 

times past have made certain that they had no debts outstanding and that all 

borrowed objects had been returned. Those were the days, of course, before 

bank loans and credit buying. 

   Many people like to start with New Year's resolutions. These are ways to 

“wipe the slate clean and turn over a new leaf.” We all know instinctively 

that we must do things better if we are to change our lives for the better. But 

because we are mere mortals and creatures of habit it's easier said the done. 

   Personally, I gave up making New Year's resolutions long ago. I got tired 

of hearing them shatter on January 2nd! I'm being realistic. Therefore, I offer 

you these thoughts. They aren't my thoughts but from writer Lois Mae 

Kuhel, Chicago Tribune writer, who died in 2004. I had saved this for many 

years so will use it now. 

 

“Another year to work, to make the world better--- 

It is the way to succeed. 

Another year to think thoughts of brotherhood---  

It is the beginning of action. 

Another year to help mankind share---  

It is the secret of gaining back the faith of our youth. 

Another year to be friends to everyone around--- 

It paves the road to happiness. 

Another year to understand that by keeping an open mind--- 

It is the way of the wise. 
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Our Sunday Schedule 

9:00 am  Choir Practice  Chapel  

10:00 am  Sunday Service  Sanctuary  

11:00 am  Coffee & Fellowship Social Hall 
 

First Tuesday of the month 

9:30 am  Women’s Fellowship Social Hall 
 

Every Tuesday 

1:00 pm   Sewing Group   Youth Room 
 

Every Thursday 

5:00 pm  Choir Practice  Chapel 
 

Administrative Asst./Bookkeeper 

Sandy Bolt 
 

Church Office Hours 

Monday thru Friday  8:00-12:00 

 (530) 533-2483 

 

Website www.fccoroville.org 

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 



Another year to plan--- 

It is the way to accomplish the goal. 

Another year to love the unloved--- 

It is a privilege to love and to be loved in return. 

Another year to take a good look at our own motives---  

It is too late to be selfish. 

Another year to help others laugh---  

Laughter is universal music. 

Another year to call upon and worship God---  

Worship makes power through prayer. 

God, you have given us so much---  

It is our turn to return to you our thanks. 

Let us be faithful---  

It is my prayer for the coming bell's” 

  

Likewise this is my prayer for you. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jerry 

 

 

**************************** 

The  CHIMES 

 

A Prayer For The New Year  
 

May it be Thy will,  

Our God and God of our fathers, 

That this coming year be unto all Thy people, 

A year of plenty,  

A year of Blessings, 

A year of assembly in Thy sanctuary,  

A year of happy life from Thee,  

A year of dew and rain and warmth,  

A year in which Thou wilt bless our bread and water,  

A year in which Thy mercies will be moved toward us,  

A year of peace and tranquility in which Thou wilt set a blessing 

  upon the work of our hands.  

 

     -Ancient Hebrew Prayer 

The  CHIMES 

Can I keep it? 
Submitted by Jane Warmack 



Where’s Melvin? 
 

Church mouse Melvin is hiding somewhere in the pages of the Chimes.    

Can you find him? 

The  CHIMES 

December 2016 

   Greetings from Mexico! I hope you all have wonderful holidays. By 

the time you receive this we would have given the shoes away, I will be 

sending you pictures in January of Christmas at the dump. This month I 

want to talk to you about the orphanage, casa hogar. Sometimes I go 

there to teach English with two missionaries. During the holidays it's 

difficult to find a day when they're not overbooked with other volun-

teers. Other volunteers take them on trips, provide visits to a gym, and 

bring entertainment for the children. It is wonderful, but schooling suf-

fers from it. Here are a few pictures of the children. You'll notice there 

are two groups depending on the age. The woman with the  older chil-

dren is the manager of the home. In this picture she's helping them with 

homework. 

 

      Jeannie Maes 

The  CHIMES 

From Jeannie Maes in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 
 

November 21, 2016 

   Greetings from Mexico. The first few pictures are houses of the people 

who New Beginnings work with. Also they house the children you do-

nated to buy shoes for and give on Christmas Day. The great news is 

the man ( shown with his staff, lower left photo) who owns the shoe 

store, tells me that we will be able to buy more than 200 pair! Many 

thanks. 



The  CHIMES 

from New Life Art ministries, a group of young women learned to deco-

rate journals with beautiful handmade designs, and Hope By Design was 

born.  The women are selling their completed journals as fast as they can 

make them.  

   These projects have improved the lives of all involved, and have given 

us an opportunity to show God's hand working in their lives.  Thanks to 

all of you who have supported these programs.   
 

Some changes for 2017 

   This is also a good time to look ahead, at what changes God has for 

New Beginnings in the new year.   We, Janet and Andy, have made the 

prayerful decision to change our roles, and 2017 will be our last year 

working in Mexico.   

   The  New Beginnings' churches/community centres will be given to 

Gold Creek Mexico (http://mexico.goldcreek.org/).  We have known the 

Head Pastor, Pastor Luis Miguel, for the entire time we've worked in 

Mexico. The churches will continue to offer all spiritual programs under 

the name New Beginnings-Gold Creek.  We believe that Pastor Luis and 

his team will grow the spiritual seed planted by New Beginnings.  

   While we are still in discussion about who will assume the role of man-

aging the mercy ministries and women's income generating projects, New 

Beginnings will continue to support these programs, and the Canadian 

Charity will remain open under our leadership.   

   We encourage you to plan visits and mission trips as we expect the vol-

unteer opportunities to grow. 

   Thank you, again, for your prayer and support.  We encourage you to 

continue supporting New Beginnings, with confidence, as we work to-

gether with Gold Creek Mexico, to reach out in practical ways to a hurt-

ing and forgotten community; and to show the love of Christ in all we do.  

Please remember New Beginnings as you consider your year end giving. 

   May you and your family enjoy a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 
 

Feliz navidad y próspero año nuevo! 
 

Blessings, 

Janet and Andy Stevenson 
 

 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of 

you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does 

nothing about his physical needs, what good is it....            James 2:15-16 

December 2016 update  (Forwarded by Jeannie Maes) 

2016 in Review 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

   As we approach the end of another year, this is a good time to reflect on 

what has been happening through New Beginnings.   

   Working with our partner, Children's Shelter of Hope, we helped 101 

children attend school.   We were able to enroll 7 children in kinder, 72 

children in primary school, 19 children in secondary school and 3 children 

in high school. We're encouraged by the number of children attending 

school and that the number of children attending secondary and high 

school is increasing every year.  Depending on the grade level,  costs for 

full assistance can range from $150 to $300 Canadian.   This includes tui-

tion fees, backpack and supplies, uniforms, shoes, mandatory test fees and 

study guides. 

   We prepared and served approximately 37,500 meals to children and 

adults.  We provided about 5,000 bags of groceries to families in need.  

For some of the families, the food they receive from New Beginnings is 

the only food they have.  Our food programs cost us an average of $5,000 

per month.   Many thanks to our partnerships with Amigos de Magisterio 

and La Huerta for helping with our food programs. 

   Working together with Pledge to Humanity, we continued construction 

projects that would improve living conditions for those living in houses 

made of wood and tarpaper.  

   The New Beginnings churches continued to thrive.  We moved to a 

newer building in the Gardenia area, with more room.  Many thanks to the 

volunteers who helped to complete the construction of that facility.  Our 

Sunday School classes continue to be filled with children - sometimes as 

many as 80 in the two services - eager to learn about Jesus.  

   The Women's Income Generating Projects continued to thrive.  The 

women in the Jewelry Project - Artisans of Madre Selva - moved closer to 

operating independently.  A few of the women were employed by an 

American jewelry company that moved it's operations to Puerto Vallarta.  

The women in the sewing group - Bolsas de Esperanza - introduced new 

styles and their sales increased.  Thanks to workshops led by Jane Savvas 

The  CHIMES 



 

Chimes Deadline will be Tues. January 24  
Articles may be left in the Chimes box at the church office 

or e-mail to adevol@comcast.net 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
12 Carmen Lipka 

22 Carolyn Lindsay 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
25 Richard and Ann  

 Chamberlain 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

 

PARKING 
Sunday and evening parking for church attendees is available at the 

following locations by agreement between the Church and the owners 
of the lots. 

 

Lot behind the Cal Oro Manufacturing building on the NE corner of Bird 
and Oak Streets. 

 

Department of Education lot on the SW corner of Lincoln & Bird. 
 

 

 

REFLECTIONS 

 Last year I joined a support group for procrastinators.  We haven't 

met yet.  

 The day the world runs out of wine is just too terrible to think 

about!  

 Old age is coming at a really bad time!  

 The biggest lie I tell myself is ... "I don't need to write that down, 

I'll remember it."  

 Lord grant me the strength to accept the things I cannot change, 

the courage to change the things I can & the friends to post my 

bail when I finally snap!  

 I don't have gray hair.  I have "wisdom highlights".  

 My people skills are just fine.  It's my tolerance to idiots that 

needs work. 

 If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would've put them on my 

knees.  

 The kids text me "plz" which is shorter than please.  I text back 

"no" which is shorter than "yes".  

 I'm going to retire and live off of my savings.  Not sure what I'll 

do that second week.  

 I've lost my mind and I'm pretty sure my kids took it!  

 Why do I have to press one for English when you're just gonna 

transfer me to someone I can't understand anyway?  

 Lord, Give me patience and give it to me NOW.  

 Of course I talk to myself, sometimes I need expert advice.  

 Oops!  Did I roll my eyes out loud?  

 At my age "Getting lucky" means walking into a room and re-

membering what I came in there for. 

     Submitted by Jane Warmack 


